MS Spanish 2
Course Overview
Instructor: Fabiola von Hollen
fhollen@lsnepal.co
Course Web page: classroom.google.com
About the Course
This is an intermediate course that encourages students to embrace the Spanish language as well
as its socio-linguistic subtleties and all the Hispanic cultures as they learn through communicative
activities by following the best practices of Lincoln School’s World Language Standards. This
class also continues to blend the underlying principles of the five C’s (Communication, Cultures,
Connections, Comparisons, Communities) with features and strategies tailored specifically to
build students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. Students are given the tools to
express themselves articulately, interact meaningfully with others, think critically/globally, and
become highly competent communicators in Spanish.
Course Structure
In Spanish 2 the target language is the primary vehicle for classroom communication as the
course builds on previously learned skills and emphasizes increased accuracy. Focus is placed on
improvement of the students’ pronunciation and comprehension of both written and spoken
Spanish. Students use freshly presented vocabulary as a new code to express what they already
know including basic grammar structures and participate in the context of specific thematic units.
Students get involved by personalizing the contexts by comparing them to their own experiences.
Once students see that Spanish is a tool for expressing their own ideas, they bridge their exposure
with conversations in accurate cultural contexts for effective training in both comprehension and
personal communication. Students discern the culture of specific Hispanic regions through short
informational reading texts. Then, in each unit a formal presentation of relevant grammar
concepts along with respective activities help build confidence, fluency, and accuracy. Through
more advanced and extended reading, writing, listening, speaking, and cultural exploration in
scaffolding progression, students synthesize and apply all their skills for a rich, personalized
experience of Spanish. Students actively engage in a variety of learning situations, which include:
dialogues and skits, cooperative learning groups, personal presentations, games, and various fullclass interactive exercises.
During the course, students continue their progress toward mastery of more complex
grammar/syntax, including: the recent past, object pronouns, stem-change verbs; comparison of
adjectives; regular informal affirmative commands; and conjugation of regular and irregular
verbs. The emphasis on vocabulary expansion enables the students to better negotiate
communicative tasks. Students continue to develop awareness of the Spanish-speaking world via
current events, music, and other cultural expressions. There are regularly announced tests and/or
projects to assess understanding of and ability to actively apply class material.
Students should be prepared to be active learners, participating fully in individual and group
work, as well as class discussions, and using the covered concepts when completing assignments.

Major themes for the course include:
• Sports and Pastimes
• Health
• Travel and Vacations
• Clothing and Shopping
• Daily Routines
• Personal Relationships
Assessment
Students’ learning is assessed in different categories throughout the year, including:
• Notebook 10 %
• Portfolio 20%
• Active participation in class discussions and activities 20%
• Projects and presentations 20%
• Quizzes 10%
• Tests 20%
Course Text
The primary source for the course is ¡Así se dice!1 Glencoe/McGraw Hill including its online
“eStudio Site” that comes with an electronic workbook, cultural videos, and other engaging
activities. We use some other relevant online materials that are linked to the class website.
Students should bring to class, every day:
• A personal computer (BYOD)
• A binder or folder for holding loose papers
• A couple of writing utensils
It is a central aim of this course for all students to succeed, and grow from their experiences.
Therefore we hold to three simple ideals, that will foster the growth of all students:
●
●
●

Communicate in the target language
Listen to all voices
Strive for excellence

I am always available to help students, during or outside class time. ¡Bienvenidos!

