6th Grade Humanities
Course Overview
Instructor: Luke Davis
ldavis@lsnepal.com
Class Web Page: classroom.google.com
About the Course
Our school’s Social Studies vision reads: We strive to graduate students who understand the modern
world by examining human endeavor through multiple perspectives across time, place, and discipline.
We do this in order to inspire a shared responsibility to think, solve, and act toward a sustainable,
just, and peaceful future. 6th Grade Humanities is a year-long, integrated Language Arts and Social
Studies curriculum that seeks to develop students’ knowledge of themselves and the world around
them by investigating past people and cultures, while making connections to a more modern context.
Students begin this journey of discovery with an exploration of the self; one’s history, groups, values,
beliefs, stories, and cultures. This study involves a look into stories and myths, as well as an
exploration of some major world religions, namely Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism,
while delving deeper into the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, India and Greece. The themes of
social organization, culture and diversity continue in the form of the identification of positive
character traits and the personal “heroes” that might possess these traits. Persistent social problems
are investigated in a very local context, with students acting as change agents in a year-long servicelearning project that specifically connects to our Social Studies curriculum. They also engage in a
project-based learning project dubbed the “Super Surfboard Debate,” where students take on the guise
of great historical figures to argue why they should return to the 21st Century and make the world a
better place.
Simultaneously, another world of learning awaits – a world where students will learn to express their
ideas and feelings about a subject in a variety of ways. As writers, their voices will continue to
develop as they make the distinction between more personal journal-writing and poetry, to more
organized paragraphs and essays; as readers, they will continue to learn how to analyze various, ageappropriate texts, while expanding their vocabulary; and, as a class, we will hopefully have a bit of
fun along the way.
Course Structure
Language Arts classes will be quite structured and follow a similar daily routine. The first 15-20
minutes of the class will alternate between Sustained Silent Reading and Writing. Students will be
involved in a year-long reading project offered through the Library and supported by in-class reading
during this time. Thereafter, we will be engaged in a student-led “Mug-shot” lesson, where students
identify grammatical, spelling, punctuation and word usage errors in a piece of writing that aligns
with the Social Studies content. Vocabulary expansion is also focused on words from in-class texts,
with the remainder of the class devoted to a specific piece of literature, writing development using the
6 + 1 traits of effective writing, or public speaking and listening skills. During this time, we will learn
how to analyze, think about, and question a poem, short story or novel, whether as a class or in
smaller literature circles. Moreover, students will learn how to identify various elements of literature

and use them in their own writing. Use of The Writing Process will also be a focus, as well as
identifying the 6+1 Traits of Writing and how students can use these traits to improve their writing.
Social Studies classes will be less structured, as they will depend on the lengths of projects and
assignments. As implied earlier, throughout the year we will look at the following overarching
themes:
• Identity/Transitions: Me, My Place, My Groups: Students will look at essential questions
like: How does belief influence action? How does culture shape who we are? What is
diversity and how does it impact us? How is culture both a unifying and divisive force in
human relations?
• Change Agents: Super Surfboard Unit: Students will look at essential questions like: How
can individuals make a difference? What does it take to change the world? How do we
identify persistent social problems?

•

Geography & The Human Experience: Students will study the geographic, political,
economic, religious, and social structures of various societies, with a focus on
Mesopotamia, India and Greece. Some of the following essential questions will guide our
learning: How do people interact with, adapt to, and alter their environment and viceversa? How do we achieve sustainability? What is my role? Who do we believe and why?

Assessment
In these subjects, students will be graded on a point system, where each task will be assigned a point
value. In class assignments, or MUG Shot quizzes, for example, could be worth anywhere from 10 to
30 points. Tests, projects, and more substantial pieces of writing, on the other hand, could be worth
anywhere from 50-100 points. Only summative assessments will be used to determine students’
grades. However, students will receive written and/or verbal feedback on all in-class activities.
Course Texts
•
•
•
•
•
•

Language Arts
Daily Language Workouts
Write Source Series
Vocabulary for Achievement
Junior Great Books
Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry
Shabanu

Social Studies
Facing History in Ourselves
History Alive!
Geography Alive!
The Ancient World
World Religion Series
Every Human Has Rights

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laptop
Pencil case
Highlighters
Pens (black and/or blue)
Pencils
Eraser
A large, spiral bound, “interactive” notebook

Supplies

Student “Interactive” Notebooks
Student notebooks will allow students to express their ideas, questions, and feelings in a variety of
ways. Notebooks will consist of a teacher ‘input’ side and a student ‘output’ side. The ‘input’ side is
the RIGHT side of the notebook. Here, students record class notes, discussion notes, and reading
notes. The ‘output’ side is the LEFT side of the notebook. Students will use this side to process new
ideas by using illustrations, pictures, diagrams, charts, colors, cartoons, and written responses to
understand what they are learning in a different way. This format should help students understand the
new concepts they will be learning and ensure that their notebook is neat, creative, colorful, fun and,
most importantly, organized!
Classroom Expectations and Student Responsibilities
All expectations can be summarized under the ‘3 R’s’:
• Respect for self
• Respect for others
• Taking Responsibility for actions
In the first couple of days of school, we will brainstorm together as a class all the expectations that the
three 3 R’s encompass.
I encourage both parents and students to communicate any concerns, questions, or needs as they
arise. My e-mail address is: ldavis@lsnepal.com. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Please detach and turn in the form that follows
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