Middle School ESOL
Program Overview
Teacher: Cri Dascalu Fernandez
cdascalu@lsnepal.com
Course Web page: classroom.google.com

About the Program
Middle School ESOL is a personalized English language program designed to meet the needs
of individual language learners. The academic goal of the ESOL program is to help students
build the language skills they need to succeed in mainstream classes.
Because each learner has different learning needs, the program addresses specific receptive
(that is, listening and reading) and the productive (speaking and writing) skills within the
context of the core subjects at each grade level.
Students will be guided through the process of inquiry, evaluating, communicating and
reflecting on work. Throughout the year, students will become proficient in using key reading
and writing strategies, as well as learning to correct, edit and evaluate their own work. In this
program we focus on the four skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening, and
incorporate them into each class, as well as improving students’ grammar skills. Finally,
students will be offered academic support for their other classes and some time may be spent
in class working with different subjects.
Studying in an English-only school poses understandable difficulties for students who do not
have English as their native language. For this reason, Lincoln School offers the ESOL
program to support students in their academic career and acquisition of academic English.
Students in Middle School ESOL read and respond to fiction and non-fiction books, nonfiction articles, newspaper articles and more. Our writing focuses on correct grammar usage,
word choice, vocabulary building, sentence fluency, correcting and editing, understanding
and using each aspect of the writing process. Students will practice correct pronunciation,
while reading aloud in class. Presentations will be a regular part of the class and students will
assess themselves and others. Each week, there will be a different grammatical focus in class.
We will learn the grammatical focus together, and then students will be expected to show
their understanding through their communication work.
An important element of the ESOL program is building “language transfer knowledge,”
which is the practice of reading the same content in English as in a child’s mother-tongue.
This practice helps learners to acquire a better understanding of content.

Program Structure
The year will begin with reading and writing activities. This is a responsive program, which
is guided by the needs of individual students.
Focuses for study will include:
•
•
•

Fiction
Non-fiction
Grammar (based on student needs)

Assessment
Lincoln School has a language proficiency assessment policy in place to screen students who
may need additional support in English. If it is found that a student would benefit from
additional English support, they will attend this class. Our goal is to provide students with the
social and academic English that they need to succeed in mainstream classes.
Students will be assessed using a variety of techniques surrounding reading, writing,
speaking, listening, grammar usage and vocabulary range. They will receive detailed
feedback from the teacher on how they can improve and it is expected that students read this
carefully to ensure they take responsibility for their own learning and improvement.
At the end of each academic year, each student’s improvement in language proficiency will
be assessed using the WIDA test (www.wida.us).
Materials
Students in Middle School ESOL write every day, and will be provided with a notebook for
the class. However, we encourage students to use writing software that provides the learners
with self-assessment tools, such as spelling and grammar check, and a dictionary. The Middle
School ESOL classroom has an extensive library of books, but we also recommend the use of
eBooks as well as audiobooks. It is also expected that students make full use of the Lincoln
School library, checking out books on a regular basis.
ESOL students also make extensive use of online resources such as dictionaries, literature
resources, structured language exercises, and presentation software such as PowerPoint and
Prezi. This year Lincoln School has adopted a ‘bring your own device’ program, so if your
child has a laptop, please do advise him or her to bring it to class.
Contact
Please contact Cri Dascalu Fernandez at dascalu@lsnepal.com if you have any questions,
comments or concerns.

