A Look at Learning in Elementary French
Philosophy:
During the three years of learning French in elementary school, students will acquire the
fundamental elements of this language in order to build a basic communication ability. It is the first
stage of this linguistic process which will continue beyond school. Students will thus strengthen their
cultural sensitivity and intercultural awareness as it is essential to give everyone the chance to
become a world citizen by mastering more than one modern language.
About the course:
In elementary school, learning French has three main objectives:
-develop students’ essential attitudes that lead to learning a new language (curiosity, listening,
attention, memorization, confidence in being able to use another language) and thus facilitate the
mastering of the language.
-educate students’ speech perception as it is easier for younger learners to pick up additional
languages with native-like pronunciation.
-have students acquire uppermost oral knowledge and skills.
These objectives comprise four clearly progressive core strands of learning which in the classroom
are linked and mutually supportive.
Oracy (listening, speaking and spoken interaction)
Oracy has a more prominent place in language learning. In the early stages students will spend much
of their time listening, speaking and interacting orally and will be given regular and frequent
opportunities to listen to a good model of pronunciation. This emphasis on exposure to the sound
patterns of the new language is particularly important because, unlike with their mother tongue,
students will be reliant on the classroom to provide most of their spoken language experience.
Literacy (reading and writing)
The literacy skills of reading and writing are supported by, and in turn reinforce, the development of
oracy. They are likely to take on greater prominence as children become familiar with the
relationship between sounds and letters in the new language and apply this knowledge in their
reading and spelling.
Intercultural understanding
Language competence and intercultural understanding are an essential part of being a citizen.
Students develop a greater understanding of their own lives in the context of exploring the lives of
others. They learn to look at things from another’s perspective, giving them insight into the people,
culture and traditions of other cultures. Students become more aware of the similarities and
differences between peoples, their daily lives, beliefs and values.
Knowledge about language
When learning a new language, students reinforce and reinterpret knowledge and understanding
gained in learning their first language(s). They develop insights into the nature of language and its
social and cultural value. Building on their experience of interaction with and in the new language,
they begin to increase their understanding of how language works. They compare the new language
with English or another language and reflect on similarities and differences. They become aware of
rules or patterns in language and begin to apply their knowledge when creating new language.

